Love  reaches  out' to  American  Samoans 


By  Carol  S.  Garrett 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Ray 
Viliamu  was  home  for  good.  He  built 
a  house.  He  put  down  roots.  The  first 
Southern  Baptist  home  missionary 
appointed  to  American  Samoa,  his 

own  birthplace,  Viliamu  was  where  ..  .  .  ...  ...  u  „ 

the  Lord  wanted  him.  He  thought.  ,me * h ^ ™  atten 

**  tion  to  the  fact  that  the  Lord  was  say- 

Then  his  neatly  packaged  plans  ing  something  else  to  us,”  he  added. 

suddenly  changed  when  one  of  his  The  family  began  to  realize  that 

three  children  became  seriously  ill.  when  they  went  to  American  Samoa 

Doctors  agreed  that  the  Viliamu  fami-  their  commitment  had  been  to  work 

ly  would  have  to  move  to  Hawaii.  More  with  a  country,  or  a  people.  What  _ H _ _ _ _ _ 

than  three  years  later,  they  are'still  Viliamu  learned  most  from  the  ordeal  they  are  Christians,  but  their  faith  is  then  move  on  to  start  other  newwork 
stationed  on  Oahu,  where  Viliamu  has  of  their  change  in  location  was  about  based  on  a  social  gospel,  trying  to  be 
been  reassigned  by  the  Home  Mission  himself.  a  “good  person,”  he  added. 


Board.  “Hie  greatest  need  for  me  personal-  _  ■ 

The  change  in  location  was  a  con-  ly  is  to  have  the  feeling  I’ve  chosen  a  bom  again,  is  alien  to  them.  Most  fed 
fusing  and  discouraging  time  for  the  commitment  to  God,  not  a  place  or  a 
Viliamus  at  first.  “We  thought,  ‘Why  people,”  he  said, 
in  the  world  are  we  stuck  here  (in  'Ibday  that  commitment  to  serving 
Hawaii)  when  our  work’s  in  God  means  being  a  Samoan  Catalytic 
Samoa?’  ”  Viliamu  said.  Through  that  Missionary  stationed  in  Honolulu. 

While  the  location  may  be  different, 
the  Samoan  people  are  still  his  mis¬ 
sion  field. 

“Samoans  are  basically  a  religious  and  other  basic  concepts  in  Southern 
people.  Being  religious  is  almost  Baptist  churches.  As  a  catalytic  mis- 

synonymous  with  being  Samoan,”  sionary  he  also  tries  to  start  work,  _ _ _ _ 

Viliamu  said.  Most  Samoans  believe  find  leaders  who  will  take  over,  and  leadership.”  Pray  for  Viiiamu  and  the 

- — - — li.  more  than  3,700  home  missionaries. 

With  priorities  properly  in  order, 

Viliamu  finds  his  ministry  fulfilling  Carol  Garrett  writes  for  WMU,  SBC. 


The  concept  of  rebirth,  of  being  and  exciting  “We  arewflhng  to  be  us 

~  - -  --  - - 1  ed  wherever  we  find  ourselves.  I’m 

that  they  are  good  because  they  grew  learning  to  be  most  important  in  my 
up  in  a  church,  according  to  Viliamu.  own  life  as  a  Christian  and  as  a  mis- 
He  is  working  to  change  this  at-  sionary,”  he  said, 
titude  through  a  weekly  radio  broad  For  a  Christian,  Viliamu  said,  it  is 
cast,  prison  ministries,  Bible  studies,  important  to  be  willing  to  go,  with  first 
and  the  First  Samoan  Baptist  Church,  loyalty  and  commitment  to  Christ. 

Viliamu  spends  time  teaching  about  During  the  March  2-9  Week  of 

new  birth,  Baptism,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  Prayer  for  Home  Missions,  Ray 

Viliamu  asks  that  Southern  Baptists 
“pray  for  me  to  stay  in  a  place  where 
I  can  be  teachable  and  open  to  His 
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Mastons  cast  long  shadows 
“walking  as  Jesus  walked” 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— About  noon  Scripture  caught  his  attention.  “Have  book  on  race  relations  appeared  4< 
on  most  Sundays.  T.  B.  Maston  and  his  you  ever  heard  a  familiar  passage  and  years  ago. 

wife  “Mommie,”  can  be  found  walk-  had  it  suddenly  come  alive  to  you?”  His  wrinkled  face  smiles  when  ht 
ing  along  James  Avenue  in  Fort  he  asked.  This  passage  “gripped  me  considers  how  God  has  blessed  him 
Worth,  making  their  way  home  from  a  number  of  years  ago,”  he  said.  “I’ve  “Sometimes  when  I  go  home,  kickin 
church.  never  been  able  to  get  away  from  it."  up  the  leaves,  I  wonder  what  I’m  do- 

They  step  slowly,  strolling  behind  a  The  Greek  verb  John  uses  for  walk,  ing  still  here,"  he  said.  The  good  Lord 
deacon  who  pushes  their  60-year-old  Maston  points  out,  ‘is  a  metaphor  for  and  a  good  wife  have  helped  me  tc 
son’s  wheelchair.  At  88,  Maston  and  live”  Thus  Maston  emphasizes  not  on-  live.” 

“Mommie,”  87,  now  require  a  little  ly  believing  the  Word  of  God.  but  also  And  two-sons  have  contributed  tc 
help  to  care  for  their  elder  son  who  living  it.  his  life.  Gene  the  younger  son.  follow 

was  born  with  cerebral  palsy.  “We  can  be  orthodox  in  theology  ed  his  father's  footsteps  and  teaches 

But  the  path  from  Gambrell  Street  and  real  heretics  in  the  way  we  live.”  at  New  York  City  College  Tbm  Me 
Baptist  Church  to  their  aging  brick  he  said.  “What  we  believe  is  very  im-  ( “Mack”),  the  elder  son,  still  requires 
home  about  a  block  away  is  a  familiar  portant,  but  we  don’t  do  as  good  a  job  his  parents'  care, 
one.  They’ve  walked  it  for  most  of  the  of  living  it.”  Even  caring  for  an  invalid,  what 

past  65  years.  For  example,  contemporary  Chris-  many  would  consider  a  hard  life,  has 

Maston,  professor  of  Christian  tians  still  encounter  Samaritans,  he  been  a  “labor  of  love."  the  Mastons 
ethics  emeritus,  first  stepped  on  said,  “All  of  us  have  some  Samaritan  agree  "I  really  think  Tbm  Me  has  con 
Seminary  Hill  in  1920  as  a  religious  folks  we  treat  as  second-class  citizens,  tributed  to  my  life,”  Maston  said, 
education  student.  He  and^Mommie  “We  need  to  get  a  deep-down  con-  In  turn,  Maston  and  his  family  have 
soon  found  their  calling  to  be  in  cern  for  people— people  of  all  kinds.”  contributed  to  Southern  Baptists  an 
educating  others  to  tell  the  story  of  Maston  said.  “They’re  all  created  in  example  for  walking  as  Jesus  walked 
Jesus’  walk  among  men.  the  image  of  God.”  Mark  Wingfield  writes  for 

Maston  s  name  is  synonymous  with  Maston  believes  the  need  today  is  Southwestern  Seminary. 

Christian  ethics  in  Southern  Baptist  for  “men  and  women  who  are  basical-  ' 

life.  His  lifelong  emphasis  has  been  ly  conservative  in  their  theology  and 

applying  the  gospel  to  life.  are  willing  to  be  labeled  liberal  in  ^ 

Out  of  his  own  desire  to  walk  with  their  application  of  theology  to  life.” 

Christ  comes  his  21st  book,  “To  Walk  He  knows  the  criticism  such  a  „  »  t  a  S 


the  book  and  their  lives.  speak  out  on  race  relations  before  7  ')/ 

“We  teach  and  preach  a  much  bet-  most  Baptists  became  enlightened,  he  - 

ter  gospel  than  we  live,”  Maston  was  labeled  everything  from  a  liberal  ^  VtHIvJ 

believes.  So  the  thrust  of  his  new  book  to  a  Communist.  Even  teaching  in  the 

is  “to  measure  our  lives  by  the  life  he  area  of  Christian  ethics  raised  the  Alavain  RILL  f*  •  U  _  J 

lived  eyebrows  of  some  liavaj°  151D1C  finished 

fc  Maston  bases  the  book  on  1  John  But  Maston  continues  to  practice  TUBA  CITY,  Ariz.  (EP) —  The  first 

ton  make  their  2:5-6-!‘By  this  we  may  be  sure  that  we  the  practical  application  of  Scripture  complete  Bible  to  be  translated  into 
in  Fort  Worth  are  in  him :  he  who  says  he  abides  in  he  preaches,  even  in  the  22nd  year  of  Navajo  has  been  completed  by  Nava¬ 
inary,  has  writ-  him  ought  to  walk  in  the  same  way  in  his  retirement.  “Practically  all  these  jo  Bible  Translators,  a  group  of  Pro- 

Mo  by  Rodger  which  he  walked.”  black  students  on  campus  know  me,"  testant  missionaries  who  began  the 

He  recalls  the  day  that  familiar  he  says,  even  though  his  best-known  project  40  years  ago. 


!C - 
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We  are  home  missions 


Missions  in  the  United  States  must  The  other  half  comes  through  the  areas.  These  are  five  areas,  that  the  HoflftC  NiSSIOIIS 

be  supported  with  the  same  dedica-  Cooperative  Program.  Home  Mission  Board  has  identified  as  •  >  _ a 

tion  that  marks  our  effort  to  carry  the  The  time  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  and  having  a  critical  need  for  expansion. 

gospel  overseas.  The  lost  are  just  as  the  offering  is  March  2  through  9.  Because  of  their  critical  nature,  those  Marcfc  2-9,  1966  J 

lost.  And  there  are  more  of  them.  An  exhaustive  list  of  what  the  five  areas  will  be  listed  in  detail.  Armabvmo  > 

There  are  more  lost  people  in  Califor-  money  is  to  be  used  for  is  in  the  Bap-  Fbr  increasing  the  number  of  mis-  „  _  /ariatnxi  vmjg 

nia  than  there  a«e  in  some  of  the  coun-  tist  Record  office  A  brief  presentation  sionary  personnel  in  response  to  Easier  Of/ til  img 

tries  to  which  we  send  missionaries,  will  be  made  here  for  a  better  critical  needs  in  the  USA  —  $2,580,000  Nmtiomml  Goal: 

There  are  more  lost  in  the  United  understanding  of  the  way  the  money  Fbr  implementing  new  strategies  rgg  AAA 

States  than  in  104  countries  of  our  will  be  used.  such  as  identifying  special  needs,  pdot  ?JJ^WW,WWW  ^  _ 

foreign  missions  work.  The  bulk  of  the*  offering,  $22.8  projects,  new  techniques,  training  per-  How  Far  LtM 

And  California  ts  not  alone  The  lost  million,  will  be  used  for  support  of,  sotmel,  and  preparing  materials  — 

are  all  about  us.  Fbr  the  most  part,  the  missionaries  and  field  ministries.  In.  $1,250,000. 

reason  they  are  lost  is  that  we  haven’t  this  category,  $1,878,000  will  go  for  Fbr  responding  to  the  challenge  of 

tried  to  present  the  gospel  to  them,  evangelism  projects,  $4,849,000  will  be  reaching  metropolitan  areas  through 

They  are  to  be  found  from  border  to  used  for  church  extension,  $3,426,000  evangelism,  starting  new  churches,  - - — 

border  and  from  ocean  to  ocean.  will  help  to  fund  Christian  social  and  ministry  to  language  groups  —  total  for  this  category  is  $3,608,000.  < 
If  they  are  to  find  eternal  life,  they  ministries,  $7,340,000  will  be  used  in  $1,750,000.  The  Week  of  Prayer  and  the  Annie 

need  help.  language  missions,  interfaith  witness  Fbr  expanding  in-service  training  in  Armstrong  Offering  are  coming  just 

Will  we  help  them?  We  won’t  unless  will  be  aided  by  $411,000,  black  church  missions  and  evangelism  for  recent’  ahead  of  the  Good  News  America 
we  call  on  the  Lord  to  help  us,  and  that  relations  will  use  $1,140,000,  $228,000  seminary  graduates  —  $1,100,000.  revivals.  The  hope  has  been  express 
is  what  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  will  go  for  chaplaincy  ministries,  and  Fbr  involving  college  students  and  ed  that  there  will  be  one  million  souls 

Missions  is  all  about.  The  theme  for  $3,518,000  be  used  in  associational  mis-  graduates  in  short-term  missions  and  won  to  the  Lord  during  these  revivals 
this  year's  Week  of  Prayer  is  “How  sions  work.  evangelism  projects  —  $500,000.  all  across  the  nation. 

Fbr  Love  Reaches”;  and  it  must  The  next  largest  share  will  be  the  The  third  category  is  support  of  In  order  far  this  to  happen,  we  all 

somehow,  through  the  manifestation  $7,100,000  for  advance  in  critical  special  projects,  and  33  are  listed.  The  must  be  involved  in  the  effort.  The 

of  love  through  us,  crisscross  this 
land  in  search  of  those  who  have  not 

been  introduced  to  the  Lord’s  _ , _ • _  • 

Kingdom  LfUCSI  OpilllOTl  •  •  • 

It  takes  prayer  to  accomplish  this 

sort  of  thing.  It  takes  prayer  even  to  ■  ■■■III  .  ■  ■■ 

The  unthinkable,  the  unwanted 

takes  prayer  to  raise  the  amount  of 

money  that  it  will  take  to  give  the  By  Robert  M.  Hanvey 

Home  Mission  Board  the  support  it  ...  ,  ...  „  „  . 

Words  like  Mercury,  Saturn,  Apollo,  Spirits  were  high!  Within  a  brief  span  to  better  ourselves  and  all  humanity 

Skylab,  Shuttle  mean  something  to  us.  of  time,  within  48  hours,  spirits  plum-  and  our  gift  to  make  us  dependent 
Words  like  Enterprise,  Discovery,  meted  to  the  depths  of  despair.  This  upon  the  Creator,  the  Savior. 
Challenger  are  amplified  in  us  today,  day,  Jan.  28,  1986,  gave  us  the  widest  The  real  tragedy  is  the  way  God  has 
On  Jan.  27,  1967,  three  astronauts  by  possible  spectrum  of  emotions  that  to  use  circumstances  and  events  to 
the  name  of  Grissom,  White,  and  can  be  experienced.  High  to  low  —  stabilize  the  universe  and  to  stabilize 
Chaffee,  gave  their  lives  because  of  seemingly  senseless  hype  and  joy  to  humankind.  The  real  tragedy  is  that 
the  challenge  which  lay  before  them,  doubtless  despair  and  death.  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  middle 

On  Jan.  28,  1986,  seven  of  their  com-  The  “why”  may  be  answered  one  ground  on  which  people  will  stand; 
rades  fell.  They,  too,  were  chal-  day  when  we  have  our  courses  cor-  there  is  either  senseless  joy  or 
lengers.  They,  too,  were  explorers,  reefed,  when  we  have  a  goal  —  not  doubtless  emptiness  and  extreme  for 
Their  names  were  Scobee,  Smith,  senseless  hype  but  deep,  meaningful,  most. 

Onizuka,  McNair,  Resnik,  Jarvis;  and  and  abiding  resolve  to  explore  and  to  Perhaps  our  concern  ought  to  be 
McAuliffe.  The  unthinkable,  the  un-  conquer  for  Jesus'  sake.  Maybe  the  prayer,  incessant  prayer  to  God  for 
wanted  happened  and  the  “why”  is  answer  will  come  when  we  recognize  deliverance,  not  heroes,  not  things  to 
still  unknown.  that  tragedy  is  not  the  end  but  only  a  just  get  us  by,  but  incessant  prayer  to 

Disturbing?  ...  test  of  our  faith,  our  grit,  our  defer-  Jesus  for  His  help. 

Distressing?  mination,  our  unsurrendered  zeal  to  “Help  us,  O  God!  We  need  the 

Depressing?  know,  our  commitment  to  learn  and  ground  of  our  faith  to  be  restored 

Surely  these  words  share  with  us 
what  is  felt  in  our  souls  today.  We  are 
in  days  of  mourning.  We  shall  have 
years  of  remembering.  Tragedy, 
however,  seems  to  pull  us  together.  We 
devise  new  meaning  and  new  resolve. 

New  meaning  because  we  need 
something  to  gain  our  attention.  New 

resolve  because  we  recommit  BOHICON,  Benin  (BP)— Non- 
ourselves  to  exploring,  to  living,  to  Christians  are  shouting  curses  at  a 
working,  to  caring.  Southern  Baptist  dental  facility  that 

Have  you  considered  what  God  may  has  been  closed  all  but  three  of  the 
be  trying  to  say  to  America,  to  the  past  21  months  because  it  has  no  mis- 
world?  Is  it  that  we  have  looked  for  a  sionary  dentist, 
hero  and  not  found  one,  or  one  will  not  In  1983  Southern  Baptist  mis 
endure?  Is  it  that  we  are  focusing  our  sionaries  opened  the  clinic  in  the 
attention  upon  the  temporal?  The  small  upcountry  town  of  Bohicon, 

“why”  remains  unknown.  Benin,  after  negotiating  nearly  seven 

May  I  share  a  case  in  point?  The  years  with  government  officials.  But 
date  —  Jan.  26, 1986.  The  place  —  New  they  had  to  close  eight  months  later 
Orleans,  La.  The  event  —  Superbowl  when  the  career  dentist  assigned  to 
XX.  The  media  suggested  that  the  day  the  clinic  left.  Missionaries  have  tried 
of  Jan.  26, 1906,  resembled  a  “national  to  Fill  in  with  volunteers  from  the 
holiday.’'  There  is  no  doubt  that  spirits  United  States,  but  their  visits  have 
were  high.  There  was  seemingly  no  been  irregular  and  unpredictable, 
caring  about  surrounding  events.  A  "The  clinic  is  really  a  key  ministry 
team  wins.  A  team  loses.  But  seem-  there,”  said  Tbm  Starkey,  the  former 
ingly,  everybody  wins  on  that  day.  missionary  dentist  who  staffed  it.  “It 


so  that  we  are  not  shattered.  Help 
us  to  keep  our  faith  from  being  ex¬ 
ploded.  Help  us  to  keep  it  stable,  on 
course,  so  that  down  range  we  do 
not  deter  but  reach  the  orbit 
around  Jesus  for  our  lives.  Help  us, 
O  God,  to  find  that  stable  middle- 
ground  who  is  Jesus.  Lord,  we  nedtt 
to  be  looking  for  The  Deliverer  to 
sustain  us  now,  not  a  hero  who  just 
comes  and  goes.  ft 

Oh,  Father,  please  bless  those  in 
bereavement  that  they  might  have 
the  middle-ground  of  faith  who  is 
Jesus  until  the  “why”  is  known. 

In  Jesus’  name.  Amen. 
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Closed  Baptist  clinic  taunted 
by  non-Christians  in  Benin 
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Help  wanted 
in  Argentina 


Mission  plane  goes  down 
in  remote  bush  country 


Groups  are  needed  to  volunteer 
for  an  evangelism  project  in 
Argentina  to  work  with  existing 
churches  in  Rosario  and  Santa  Fe, 
May  5-21. 

Each  team  must  consist  of  a 
preacher/team  leader  and  two  or 
three  lay  witnesses,  with  participa¬ 
tion  open  to  men  and  women  and 
young  people,  high  school  juniors 
and  up. 

Cost  of  the  trip  is  $1,150  from 
Miami.  Final  payment  is  due  the 
travel  agent,  Bryan  Tours,  before 
March  10.  For  details  concerning 
travel  write  Bryan  Tours  at  Box 
5221,  Jackson,  Miss.  39216,  or  call 
toll  free  1-800-647-5296. 

For  project  information,  contact 
Wayne  Bristow  or  Jan  Whitman  at 
the  Volunteer  Enlistment  Depart¬ 
ment,  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Box 
6767,  Richmond,  Va.  23230. 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  (BP)  —  A  severe  oil  leak  forced  a  Southern  Baptist 
mission  airplane  to  land  among  wild  animals  and  Masai  tribesman  in 
the  remote  bush  country  of  Namanga,  Kenya.  The  plane  was  a  gift  from 
Winona,  Miss.,  layman  Charles  Hull 

The  Cessna  210,  flown  by  Tanzania  missionary  pilot  Cordell  Akin,  was 
enroute  from  .Nairobi,  Kenya,  to  Mbeya,  Tanzania,  Feb  1  with  three 
passengers :  Tanzania  missionary  Evelyn  Knapp  and  two  fanzanian  na¬ 
tionals,  Jaston  Binala  and  Austin  Mwakijungu. 

Akin,  an  experienced  pilot  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  flew  low  over  the 
landing  site  to  drive  off  impala  and  wildebeest  which  covered  the  area. 
He  made  two  more  passes  to  try  to  examine  the  field,  despite  extreme¬ 
ly  poor  visibility  through  an  oil-streaked  windshield,  and  landed  suc¬ 
cessfully  on  his  fourth  approach. 

The  cow-herding  Masai  came  running  from  nearby  huts,  intensely  in¬ 
terested  in  the  plane  and  its  passengers,  touching  their  skin  and  hair. 
A  father  pushed  his  small  child,  who  had  never  seen  white  people,  toward 
Mrs.  Knapp  so  he  could  touch  her  white  skin. 

After  examining  the  engine  and  wiping  off  excess  oil.  Akin  decided 
to  try  to  make  it  about  100  miles  back  to  Nairobi.  He  took  off,  flying  just 
above  tree  level  over  a  road  so  he  could  land  safely  in  an  emergency. 
He  landed  successfully  an  hour  later  in  Nairobi. 


Three  Guesses 


Three  brothers  in  more  than  the  ministry  attended  the  Evangelism/Bible  Conference 
in  Jackson  recently.  They  are  from  left,  Jerry  Guess,  Davie  Guess,  and  Curtis  Guess 
All  are  pastors  of  Baptist  churches  in  the  same  area.  Jerry  is  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill, 
Carthage;  Davie  is  pastor  of  Emmanuel,  Walnut  Grove;  and  Curtis  is  pastor  of  Pine 
Grove,  Neshoba  County. 


Gulfshore  repairs  ai 
nearing  completion 


More  “lost”  live  in  U.S. 
than  in  104  foreign  fields 


By  Frank  Simmons 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  There  are 
more  “lost  people”  in  the  United 
States  who  “do  not  have  a  saving  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ”  than  the  total  popula¬ 
tions  of  more  than  104  of  the  106  coun¬ 
tries  where  Southern  Baptists  send 
foreign  missionaries,  according  to 
SBC  Home  Mission  Board  President 
William  G.  fanner. 

“Anyone  who  thinks  that  America  is 
a  ‘Christian’  nation  just  doesn’t  know 
the  facts,"  said  Tanner  on  the  eve  of 
the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions. 

Citing  research  compiled  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  research  divi¬ 
sion,  fanner  said  that  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  population  of  the 
United  States  do  not  “have  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

That  means,  said  fanner,  that  out 
of  the  239  million  total  U.S.  population, 
there  are  160  million  people  who  are 
“lost”  and  “without  Christ.” 


By  Jim  Newton 

Southern  Baptists  send  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  only  two  countries,  India 
and  Indonesia,  which  have  total 
populations  greater  than  the  160 
million  number  of  “lost”  in  the  United 
States,  fanner  said. 

That  means,  he  added,  that  there 
are  more  people  in  the  United  States 
who  need  the  message  of  salvation 
than  there  are  in  countries  like  Brazil, 
Japan,  Bangladesh,  Pakistan, 
Nigeria,  and  Mexico. 

'fanner  challenged  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  during  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions  to  be  just  as  burden¬ 
ed  for  the  lost  in  America  as  they  are 
for  those  who  do  not  know  Christ  in  so- 
called  “non-Christian”  countries,  and 
to  give  just  as  much  to  the  support  of 
home  missions  as  they  do  to  support 
foreign  missions. 

■fanner  urged  fervent  prayer  for  the 
1986  simultaneous  revivals  sponsored 
by  the  Home  Mission  Board  called 


BSSB  trustees  vote 
music  publishing 


By  Linda  Lawson 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  <BP)- 
£outhern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  trustees  voted  without  opposi¬ 
tion  to  establish  a  new  music 
publishing  department  and  to  proceed! 
with  plans  to  build  a  product  distribu¬ 
tion  center. 

The  action  came  during  a  two  day 
meeting  characterized  by  expressions 
of  unity  and  support  for  the  board  and 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


“I  pray  the  spirit  of  this  meeting  is 
a  harbinger  of  our  convention  meeting 
in  Atlanta,”  said  Vice-Chairman  John 
David  Laida  before  the  meeting  con¬ 
cluded  with  trustees  joining  hands 
and  singing  “Blest  Be  the  Tie.”  Laida 
is  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Clarksville,  fann. 

The  music  publishing  department 
will  produce  music  products  for  sale 
(Continued  on  page  6) 


“Good  News  America,  God  Loves 
You.” 

“As  never  before  in  history,  we 
Southern  Baptists  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  proclaim  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  America  during  1986," 
fanner  said.  “We  are  praying  ex¬ 
pectantly  that  this  year.  Southern 
Baptists  will  win  more  people  to 
Christ  than  ever  before.” 

fanner  said  he  hopes  that  more 
than  a  million  people  will  be  won  to 
Christ  during  the  Good  News  America 
revivals.  “But  it  won’t  happen,  unless 
people  pray,  witness,  and  give 
sacrificially,”  he  said. 

fanner  said  he  believes  that  the 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 
can  make  a  significant  difference  as 
Southern  Baptists  all  across  the  na¬ 
tion  pray  for  lost  people,  and  for 
“Good  News  America,  God  Loves 
You.” 

The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing  for  Home  Missions  can  likewise 
make  a  tremendous  difference,  said 
fanner,  as  Southern  Baptists  give 
sacrificially  to  support  “Good  News 
America”  and  the  work  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board’s  missionaries. 

fanner  urged  Baptists  not  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  only  praying  and  giving.  “We 
must  all  be  witnesses  to  a  lost  world, 
and  to  a  lost  nation  in  need  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  said. 

‘Through  ‘Good  News  America’ 
sponsored  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  we  can  accomplish  all  three  of 
these  things,”  fanner  said. 

“I  hope  and  pray  we  can  see  the  vi¬ 
sion  of  160  million  people  in  America 
who  are  lost  and  in  need  of  the  sav¬ 
ing  power  of  Jesus  Christ,”  fanner 
concluded. 

Jim  Newton  writes  for  HMB. 


After  nearly  five  rponthS'of  repairs, 
most  of  the  damage  related  to  the 
Sept.  2  hurricane  at  Gulfshore  has 
been  completed.  The  total  repair  pro¬ 
ject  seems  to  be  slightly  ahead  of 
schedule,  and  this  will  allow  for  the 
facility  to  be  in  use  again  soon. 

The  completed  repairs,  along  with 
some  other  improvements  and 
renovations,  will  give  the  Assembly 
an  almost  “like  new”  appearance  in 
preparation  for  the  ninth  operating 
season  since  Gulfshore  has  been 
reopened. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  for  churches 
to  be  making  definite  plans  for  send¬ 
ing  people  to  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly.  Registration  for  summer 
events  will  begin  with  mail  that  has 
a  March  1  postmark. 

Groups  or  persons  wishing  to  make 
reservations  should  send  the  following 
information,  along  with  reservation 
deposit  of  $30  per  person,  age  two  and 
up:  Name  and  date  of  conference, 
whether  family,  individual,  or  church 
group;  number  of  males,  females, 
couples ;  children’s  names  and  ages ; 
and  type  of  accommodations  desired 
(if  applicable) 

If  an  individual  family  wishes  to 
make  a  reservation,  its  request  re¬ 


quires  $30  per  person  age  2  and  up 
with  a  maximum  of  $60  per  family.  All 
reservation  requests  must  be  made  in 
writing. 

Additional  registration  information 
is  available  in  the  1986  Summer  Pro¬ 
grams  Brochure  which  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  contacting  the  Gulfshore  of¬ 
fice  ( 452-7261 )  or  the  program  direc¬ 
tor’s  office  in  the  Baptist  Building 
(968-3800,  extension  3910). 

Gulfshore  programs  begin  May  12. 
and  cohtinue  for  the  14  weeks  of  the 
summer.  Conferences  are  planned  for 
the  whole  church  family  with  events 
designed  for  children,  youth,  adults, 
and  senior  adults. 

The  leadership  training  events  offer 
special  prices  for  families  with 
children  in  attendance  and  also  offer 
wholesome  recreational  events  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  outstanding  program 
personnel. 

If  the  past  year’s  registration  trends 
continue,  many  conferences  will  be 
filled  early  in  the  season.  For  this 
reason,  group  leaders  should  make 
their  plans  and  reservations  early.  If 
additional  information  is  needed,  con¬ 
tact  the  Gulfshore  office. 

Frank  Simmons  is  manager  of 
Gulfshore. 


/ - : - \ 

Peace  Committee  chair 

urges  prayer,  fasting 

WILLIAMSBURG,  Va.  ( BP)— A  special  time  of  prayer  and  fasting  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Peace  Committee  has  been  called  for 
by  the  peace  group’s  chairman.  Charles  Fuller. 

“I  would  like  to  call  upon  all  Southern  Baptists  to  enter  into  a  special 
time  of  prayer  and  fasting,  from  Sunday  afternoon.  Feb.  23,  to  noon  Mon¬ 
day,  Feb.  24,  seeking  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  for  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  and  claiming  great  hopefor  our  denomination's  future,"  he  said. 

Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Roanoke.  Va.,  made  his  re¬ 
quest  during  a  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Association,  which 
is  composed  of  editors  and  staff  members  of  the  37  state  Baptist 
newspapers. 


Lewis  Drummond,  professor.  Southern 
Seminary 


Joel  Gregory,  pastor,  Travis  Ave.,  Ft. 
Worth 


Speakers 
say  it  with 
the  hands 


These  photos  of  speakers  at  the  recent 
Evangelism-Bible  Conference  at  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  and  musicians 
in  the  same  conference  (opposite  page) 
are  by  Tim  Nicholas. 


Jerry  Vines, 
Jacksonville 


co-pastor, 


Landrum  Leaved,  president,  New 
Orleans  Seminary 


Perry  Sanders,  pastor,  FBC,  Lafayette, 

La. 

Alta  Woods  to 
host  Childlife 
Conference 

NASHVILLE-The  first  of  seven 
regional  ChildLife  Conferences  sup¬ 
porting  the  1985-86  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board’s  children's  Church 
Training  emphasis,  “Growing 
Children  Growing,”  will  be  held  at 
Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson,  March  13-15. 

The  conferences  are  planned  to  help 
church  leaders  understand  and 
minister  to  children  and  their 
families,  to  focus  on  a  child’s  need  in 
society,  to  challenge  churches  to  pro¬ 
vide  quality  education,  and  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  need  for  discipleship 
development  for  older  children. 

The  conferences  will  expose 
children’s  leaders,  parents  and  church 
staff  members  to  the  world  of  children 
and  their  needs  and  problems. 

William  Hendricks,  professor  of 
theology.  Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  Jackson  conference. 

Registration  is  $25. 

Additional  information  about  the 
"Growing  Children  Growing”  em¬ 
phasis  or  any  of  the  other  conferences 
is  available  from  Regional  ChildLife 
Conferences,  Preschool/Children’s 
Section,  Church  Training  Depart¬ 
ment,  127  Ninth  Avenue,  North, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37234. 


David  Ring,  evangelist,  St.  Charles, 
Mo. 


Carl  Bates, 

Seminary. 


professor,  Southern 


Family  life  conference  set 


“Family:  Living  on  the  Growing 
Edge,”  is  the  theme  for  the  Hinds- 
Madison  Association  Family  Life  Con¬ 
ference,  March  21-22  at  Colonial 
Heights  Church,  Jackson. 

Featured  speaker  will  be  Kenneth 
Gilburth,  co-director  of  the  Shepherd's 
Staff  Counseling  Center  in  Jackson, 
with  Tommy  and  Carol  Sparkman  of 
Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  as  music 
leaders. 


The  conference  begins  at  7  p.m., 
March  21,  and  concludes  the  next  day 
at  noon. 

Childcare  for  birth  through  sixth 
grade  is  available  for  $5  per  child. 
Childcare  request  deadline  is  March 
14.  For  conference  information,  con¬ 
tact  Ron  Mumbower,  associational 
family  ministries  director,  at  Box  1158, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39215,  phone  352-0554; 
or  the  Hinds-Madison  office  at 
362-8676. 


Carl  Saveli,  head  of  the  Interfaith 
Witness  Department  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  leads  a  small  group  conference  on 
witnessing  to  Mormons  and  other  cults 
Saveli  is  former  pastor  of  Woodville 
Heights  Church,  Jackson.  (Billy  Hudgens 
photo) 


Hospital  dedicated 

FORREST  CITY,  Ark-More  than 
5,000  persons  from  Eastern  Arkansas 
swamped  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital- 
Forrest  City  Feb.  9  for  the  dedication 
of  the  new  118-bed  facility. 

Southern  Baptists  in  Arkansas. 
Mississippi,  and  Tennessee  own  the 
health  care  systejn  and  choose 
trustees  who  set  policy. 


Pastoral  care  seminar  planned 


The  Christian  Action  Commission  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  will  jointly  sponsor  the  26th  an¬ 
nual  seminar  on  Pastoral  Care  of  the 
Ill,  Thursday,  March  6,  9:30  a.m.-3:00 
p.m.  in  the  Gilfoy  Auditorium  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center. 

The  pastoral  care  seminars  were 
originated  with  the  idea  of  assisting 
pastors  and  other  religious  workers  in 
the  problems  of  ministry  to  the  sick. 
In  recent  years,  the  focus  of  the  pro¬ 
grams  has  been  expanded  to  include 
topics  of  interest  to  physicians,  social 
workers,  and  the  general  public. 

The  topic  for  the  1986  seminar  is 
"Dealing  with  Child  Abuse.”  This 
year’s  program  will  feature  Sue 
Hathorn,  a  local  authority  on  child 


abuse,  Keith  Tonkel,  pastor  of  Wells 
United  Methodist  Church ;  and  Mike 
Wilkinson,  associate  director  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center.  A 
videotape  narrated  by  Elizabeth 
Holland,  a  pediatrician  from  Mem¬ 
phis  and  a  leading  national  expert  on 
child  abuse,  will  also  be  shown. 

Coordinators  of  the  seminar  are 
Gordon  Shamburger,  director  of 
pastoral  care  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  and  Paul  Jones,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Christian  Action  Commission. 

THe  seminar  is  open  to  all  interested 
individuals  and  is  free  of  charge.  Par¬ 
ticipants  will  be  responsible  for  their 
own  lunch  arrangements.  For  further 
information,  contact  Chaplain  Sham- 
burger,  968-5146,  or  Paul  Jones, 
968-3800.  ■ 


Forum  topic:  Hospice  care  I  Students  will  hear  Frank  Gunn 


CLINTON  —^A  Jackson  surgeon,' 
Edward  M.  /Lowieki  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  at  the  Mississippi 
College  spring  Social  Science  Forum 
on  Friday,  Feb.  21,  on  campus.  He  will 
address  the  Forum  at  10  a.m.  in  the 
Learning  Resources  Center  of  the 
Leland  Speed  Library. 


'  Lowicki's  topic  will  be  ’The  Best  of 
Times  in  the  Worst  of  Times :  Hospice 
Care  for  the  Dying."  He  servers  the 
national  chairperson  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Hospice  Physicians  and  is 
generally  regarded  as  a  leading  ad¬ 
vocate  of  hospice  care  in  Mississippi. 


Frank  Gunn,  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  will 
speak  at  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Center  at 
214  N.  31st  Ave.,  Hattiesburg.  Feb,  27, 
at  6:30  p.m. 

Afterwards,  a  special  dessert  will 


be  served.  The  BSU  students  are  hav¬ 
ing  a  competition  between  the  guys 
and  girls  in  giving  money  to  summer 
missions.  The  group  which  loses  the 
competition  will  cook  dessert  for  all 
those  who  attend  the  meeting  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  27. 


FOR  SALE: 

1975  Lodestar  1800  International 
Bluebird  50-passenger  bus 

•  top  of  bus  air  conditioning 

•  power  steering 

•  power  brakes 

•  5  speed  •  new  tires 

•  FM/AM  radio  •  CB  radio 

•  inside-outside  PA 

•  under-bus  luggage 

•  inside  luggage  racks 

•  above-average  paint 

•  front  and  rear  heaters 

•  68,000  miles 

•  very  good  mechanical  condition 

•  price  $15,000.00 

1967  Lodestar  1600  International 
40-passenger  bu£ 

•  average  paint 

•  average  tires 

•  average  interior 

•  excellent  engine  and  running  gear 

•  asking  $1800.00 

Contact  Bernie  Parker,  First 
Baptist  Church,  Columbia,  MS 
Phone  #601-736-2608 


100% 

Medicare 

Supplement 

Enrollment  now  available 
at  age  64  or  older 

GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered 
after  1-month  (optional) 
POLICY  FORM  MS2083 
We  pay  100%  of  Medicare  Part  A 
(hospital)  deductibles. 

We  pay  100%  of  the  initial  Pari  B  (doc¬ 
tors)  deductible  each  calendar  year 
($75.00). 

We  pay  100%  of  the  difference  bet¬ 
ween  the  remaining  eligible  expenses 
you  incur  during  the  year  (in  or  out  of 
hospital)  and  the  amounts  you  receive 
from  Medicare  for  these  expenses, 
subject  to  but  not  to  exceed  100%  of 
the  Medicare  allowable  charges 

If  on  Medicaid  do  not  reply 
★ 

for  information 

phone  956-3992  or  mail  coupon  to: 

R.  C.  PORTER 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 

P.  O.  Box  16849  •  Jackson,  MS  39211 


STREET 


PHONE _ _  AGE_ 

Underwritten  by 
Atlantic  American  Life  Ins.  Co 


Singing  Deacons,  North  Greenwood  Church.  Greenwood 


Ole  Miss  BSU  Ensemble! 

Evangelism-Bible  Conference 


Musicians  take 
integral  part 


Beverly  Terrell,  soloist,  Houston.  Tex 


A  number  of  musicians  par-  Record  staff.  The  name  of  the  piece 
ticipated  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  is‘The  Desert  Shall  Bloom  Like  the 
Evangelism/Bible  Conference  by  Rose” 

voice  or  instrument.  Soloists  and  singing  groups  includ- 

_.  ,  .  __  ed  Beverly  Tferrell  of  Houston  who 

This  year,  keyboard  artists  were  an  at  each  session ;  Angela  Traylor,  % 

integral  part  of  tokening  of  each  *ackso  B  j.  jenk,ns,  Kosciusko;  Alts 
session  They  u^uded  Bobbie  Butler,  ^  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen ; 
Jackson;  Dot  Pray,  Jackson;  Susie  theoie  Miss  BSU  ensemble;  theAlta  > 
^k  Jackson;  Dorothy  Harrison,  Woods  amnh  adull  choir;  s  fe 

Brandon.  Ed  Sudduth,  Brookhaven;  Hillman,  Gulfport;  Alicia  and  Gayla  ® 
Sarah  Tblley,  Jackson;  Lorraine  Pig-  Gatewood  Forest;  the  s.ng.ng  A 

gott,  McComb;  Connie  Kossen,  Deacons,  Greenwood^  Allan  and  lisa  pd 
Jackson;  and  Irene  Martin,  Jackson.  Fow|er  Hattiesburg;  and  a  chorus  M 

Among  the  renditions  6f  the  composed  of  volunteer  and  bivoca- 
keyboard  artists  was  a  four  part  piece  tional  music  directors  and  their  |||f 
written  by  Irene  Martin  of  the  Baptist  spouses 


Prom  ihe  creators  of  Centnfuge.  Crosspoint  is 
comng  the  summer  to  a  cotege  near  you!  Cross- 
point  is  a  Christian  sports  camp  for  chSdren  and 
earty  adolescents  (groups  or  ndrviduais)  Cross- 
point  participants  must  have  completed  —  j 
the  4th-8th  grade  and  desire  to  receive 
training  in  one  of  six  specific  sports  1 

Youth  will  part  ic  pate  in  Bible  studies  /KW  I 

•  fellowships  •  swimming  •  films  ' 

•  group  recreation  •  worshp  For  ^ 
more  information  contact  Church 

Recreation  Dept  MSN  166  Nash-  pill 

vide.  TN  37234  Phone  (615) _ .M  W 

251-271.  L//W 


Church  Music  Conference 
to  feature  W.  J.  Reynolds 


William  J.  Reynolds  will  be  the  and  “the  Planning  of  Worship  Ser¬ 
vices.” 

Tted  O.  Stanton  will  be  the  luncheon 
speaker  and  will  speak  on  his  work  as 
a  music  missionary  in  Argentina. 

There  will  be  two  mini-concerts 
during  the  afternoon  session,  the  first 
by  Ed  Ludlow,  organist.  Blue  Moun- 
is  tain  College.  Later,  Gene  Winters, 
associate  pro-  Josephine  D’Arpa,  and  Jeff 

.gfrj  fessor  of  Church  McLelland  of  William  Carey  College 

Music  at  South-  will  perform. 

19 PSt  _  western  Seminary,' j  The  Church  Music  Conference  is  for 

Reynolds  Fort  Worth.  He  Mississippi  Baptists  who  serve  in 

was  general  editor  of  the  Baptist  church  and  school  music.  Registra- 

Hymnal,  1975.  tion  for  the  Conference  can  be  han- 

’  .  died  through  Chris  Jenkins,  First 

Reynolds  will  have  two  presenta-  Baptist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  37,  Gautier, 
tions:  ‘The  Philosophy  of  Worship”  Miss.  39553. 


Alicia  and  Gayla  Gatewood,  music 
evangelists.  Forest 


featured  guest  speaker  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

a  Church  Music  Con¬ 
ference  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  6,  at 
First  Ch 
Natchez 
Reynolds 


Church  Growth  Conference 

March  10-11,  1986 

Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

for  pastors,  deacon  chairmen,  and  Sunday  School  directors. 


Allan  and  Lisa  Fowler,  Hattiesburg 


Missions  weekend  for  youths 
.  .  ready  to  run”  at  Gulfshore 


FEE:  $25  for  an  individual;  $40  for  a  church  group. 
This  covers  cost  of  materials  and  Tuesday  lunch. 
TIME:  Monday  night:  6:45  to  9:15  p.m. 

Tuesday:  8:45  a.m.  to  9:15  p.m. 

Complete  the  form  below  and  mail  with  your  check  (made  payable  to  Sunday 
School  Department)  to:  Keith  Wilkinson.  P  O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205. 


Hoover,  a  musician  living  in  St  Louis,  register,  write,  including  $27  per  per 
and  Phil  Briggs,  a  professor  at  son,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth.  Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian, 
-m. _ _ Miss.  39751. 


“. .  .  ready  to  run”  is  the  theme  for 
the  March  28-29  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Missions  Conference  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass 


Christian. 


The  weekend  program  is  designed 
especially  for  youth  leaders  and 
young  people  in  grades  7-12,  Ac  teens. 
Pioneers,  and  interested  college 
students. 

Special  guests  will  be  a  group  of 
missionaries  from  the  United  States 
and  around  the  world,  ^Rosemary 
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Group  meets  in  reaction 
to  Lindsay-led  meetings 


Mission  Hill  member  help 
feed  starving  families 


By  Greg  Warner 


more  than  a  year.  For  this  reason,  he  Mississippi  when  he  was  six  months  ir  own  s  «gy- 
has  captured  the  admiration  of  the  old.  In  1955,  his  father  sold  his  land  at  Thirty-five  people,  many  of  them 
staff  of  the  agency.  Brookhaven  and  the  Lloyds  moved  to  laypersons,  gatheiydat  First  Church, 

Lloyd  lives  in  Lincoln  County  on  Mission  Hill.  DeLand,  Feb.  4  and  agreed  to  hold 

Route  2,  Wesson,  not  so  far  from  Lin-  “My  father  was  a  farmer,  and  all  the  -several  rallies  in  the  coming  months, 

coin  Lake.  His  house  is  near  the  Mis-  work  I  ever  did  was  farming,”  he  said.  David  Medley,  pastor  of  Stetson 

sion  Hill  Baptist  Church,  where  he  has  However,  he  no  longer  farms.  Church,  DeLand,  organized  the 

been  a  member  since  the  mid-1950’s.  One  of  his  friends  told  him  he  was  meeting,  which  he  said  was  prompted 
It  is  the  church  where  he  was  baptiz-  sending  a  check  quarterly  to  the  Bap-  by  recent  rallies  headed  by  Jackson- 
ed,  and  the  only  church  to  which  he  tist  Children’s  Village.  Lloyd  agreed  ville  pastor  Homer  Lindsay  Jr.  Lind- 
has  belonged.  *•  that  that  was  a  good  cause,  too,  but  say,  co-pastor  of  First  Church, 

His  concern  for  world  hunger  was  decided  he  wanted  to  send  his  to  a  Jacksonville,  has  sponsored  several 
increased,  he  said,  from  watching  world  hunfeer  fund,  He  asked  his  meetings  in  the  state  as  part  of  what 
television  programs,  such  as  ones  pastor  where  he  should  send  it,  and  he  said  is  a  nation-wide  effort  to  con- 
shown  on  the  needs  of  Ethiopia.  Also  was  told  to  send  it  to  the  Christian  Ac-  trol  the  election  of  the  SBC  president 
he  has  been  reading  about  world  tion  Commission.  ,  and  rid  the  denomination  of  “liber- 

hunger  needs.  (Two  things  he  does  a  His  regular  offerings  to  this  cause  ralism  ” 
lot  are  to  read  and  to  watch  TV. )  The  are  in  addition  to  his  offerings  through  In  ll£ht  of  what  has  ^ 

Baptist  Record  was  stacked  on  top  of  his  church,  he  said.  But  he  insists,  “I 

hisreading  materials .  world  hunger  don’t  give  for  publicity.  I  want  people  F,  n^ed?loice,”  said  M^ley 
needs  have  been  pinpointed  in  that  to  understand  that.”  ’ 

from  time  to  time.  He  did  not  ask  for  a  story  and  did  Craig  Sherouse,  pastor  of  First 

Lloyd,  a  bachelor,  lives  alone,  ex-  not  want  a  story  about  these  gifts  to  Church,  Seminole,  described  similar 
cept  for  his  two  dogs.  Tiger  and  Tojo.  world  hunger.  He  said.  “Why  a  story  efforts  in  other  states.  “We  probably 
His  parents  are  no  longer  living,  and  on  me?  I  know  many  other  people  give  have  been  the  most  reticent  of  all  Bap- 
the  only  other  children  that  were  in  to  this.  Why  chooie  me?”  tists  in  our  major  state  conventions,” 

his  family  died  when  they  were  quite  Because,  Thomas  L.  Lloyd,  like  you  he  said.  “We  politely  have  sat  by  while 
young,  he  said.  (One  of  his  second  said,  helping  to  feed  starving  people  Homer  and  his  boys  secretly  met  and 
cousins  lives'  not  too  far  away. )  is  a  fine  thing  to  do,  and  every  little  later  openly  rallied,  drawing  the  cir- 
Through  his  offerings  he  helps  to  care  bit  helps.  It  would  be  great  if  a  lot  of  cle  of  cooperation  smaller  and  tighter 
for  some  needs  of  other  people’s  people  sent  in  some  money  regular-  and  effectively  saying,  “We  don’t  need 
families.  ly,  month  after  month  —  be  it  little  or  your  kind  of  Baptists.’  ” 

Born  in  Louisiana,  he  moved  to  big,  to  help  feed  starving  people.  in  discussion,  several  participants 


Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Galilee  Retreat  is  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
Located  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Galilee  provides 
for  all  your  needs  including  3  great  meals 
a  day  and  all  your  linens  and  towels  for  your 

For  information  &  reservations  call  or 
write: 

GALILEE  RETREAT 

177M  N.  Ml  .  Rwr  M  N. 

Pmmu  aty  anc*.  ft  SZ4S7 


Thomas  L.  Lloyd  lives  near  Mission  Hill 
Baptist  Church  in  Lincoln  County,  with  his 
two  dogs,  Tiger  (pictured)  and  Tojo. 


•  FACTORY  DMECT  SALES  ■ ' 
.ECONOMICAL  ■  OUR  Urn  YEAW, 


Mid-South  Bus 
Restoration  Center 

P.  O.  Box  8713 
Jackson,  MS  39204-0713 
(601)  352-0099 

Far  Sale: 
Church  Buses 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs, 

Van  Hinkle 
(Cljurclj 
Jurmabinga  & 

P?ui  Hpbolfltery 

Box  SOI,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design— Construction  Management 
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.  \  I  am  bure  that  I  speak  tor  all  young 

aBMMMMML  .  V  ministers’  wives  in  expressing  thanks 

i  V.  ■  \  to  the  State  WML’  office  and  the 

*%SSk  L  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  for  the 

W  ^Jf^T  won(^rfuJ  experience  shared  by  many 

young  ministers'  wives  from  all 

Lori  Rankin,  right,  serves  refreshments  to  her  mother,  during  a  reception  at  Calvary  across  the  state  at  Camp  Garaywa  at 
Baptist  Church,  Bangkok.  Thailand  ‘  “ 


the  Young  Ministers’  Wives  Retreat  on 
Jan.  24  and  25. 

Any  young  minister’s  wife  who  did 
not  attend  missed  a  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  Nan  Sugg,  missionary 
to  Taiwan,  and  Ellen  Tanner,  wife  of 
the  President  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  who  spoke  on  “Prayer  in  the 
Life  of  a  Minister’s  Wife.” 

Other  conferences  were  held  on  per¬ 
sonal  appearance,  husband-wife  rela¬ 
tionships  and  how  to  economically 
decorate  your  home  Enthusiastic 
entertainment  was  provided  by  state 
officers  of  the  WMU. 

It  was  a  very  rewarding  time  for  me 
and  a  great  chance  to  meet  and 
fellowship  with  ministers’  wives  from 
across  the  state.  I  would  encourage 
those  of  you  who  did  not  attend  this 
year  to  make  your  plans  now  for  next 
year’s  retreat. 

Candy  Anderson 

Bobbye,  Jerry,  and  Pansy  Rankin  enter  into  the  congregational  singing  at  Calvary  Vaughn 

Church,  Bangkok. 

Baptist  heritage  series 

T-y  <  Editor . 

-devotional  ~  Plans  for  a  third  Baptist  heritage 

video  tape  series  produced  by  the 
A  j  T  <  Historical  Commission.  SBC,  are 

underway  This  series,  dealing  with 
'  ’"C'-i *  -  -  the  history  of  Baptists  worldw  ide  will 

Rv  nttrh.ri  nn.h  contain  a  significant  amount  of  old 

Read*  Acts  •-S-I5  *  "  fllm  footage.  Therefore,  we  are  seek 

..  .  ......  .  ...  ing  pre-1950  film  or  motion  pictures 

they  saw  that  his  face  was  like  the  face  of  an  angel.  that  demct ’ordinary  BaDtist  life 

The  imagination  of  man  has  allowed  us  to  put  together  a  picture  of  an  angel  fnriivfdnLiT 2X7 *  Snl  J  iL*  - 

a  good  child,  “Oh,  he  was  a  perfect  angel  "  Many  of  a  young  "eek  baptisms  Sunday  schools, 
man  has  said  to  his  favorite  girl,  “You  have  the  face  of  an  acai°n  ®.,b  e  Sc*100*^.  and  other 
angel  "  Songs  have  been  written  about  “Angel  Face’  Books  ?apt,s'  acl,v't,<f  *,ng  “u«h‘- 
§!  m  and  novels  have  been  written  with  the  imaginative  angels  tsc|n*v'cloals  should  contact  A 

*•*  w  in  them;  and  more  recently,  some  books  to  tell  what  the  na  T”**’  ass!stant  ®?ecutlve 

^  v  Bible  says  about  angels.  But  what  IS  an  angel  really?  What  director  for  the  HistoncalComm^ 
J  did  the  members  of  the  Sanhedrin  see  when  they  “looked  ^.on,  about  our  borrowing  th«e  films 
\  ^  JTl  on  him  intently”?  to  for  “f.e  m  the  v,deo  Upes 

angelslSibably  hundreds  of  thousand!  of  (bin.  However,  **  editorfof  The  Baptist  Record  to 
O’Brien  he  did  not  make  them  to  float  around  heaven  on  a  big  puf-  Vs  °f  *5* 

fy  white  cloud.  He  did  not  make  them  to  serve  him.  In  my  heart,  I  believe  need  b>  pub  isbing  ^  etifr  tbe 
what  the  merit  hers  of  the  Sanhedrin  saw  wasa  man  so  committed  to  the  God  accompanying  news  story.  Thank  you 

for  your  consideration. 

Shellyn  G.  Poole 
Communications  Specialist 
The  Historical  Commission 
901  Commerce  St„  Suite.  400 
Nashville.  Tenn.  37203  * 


Left  to  right  are  Pansy  Rankin,  Jerry  Rankin,  Joan  Peterson,  Lori  Rankin,  Mildred 
Jenkins,  Bobbye  Rankin,  and  Russell  Rankin. 


Dinner  with  the  Rankins 


Both-Jerry  Rankin  and  Rawiwan 
Thumchai  live  on  streets  connecting 
with  Sukumvit  Road.  I  thought  that 
meant  they  live  near  each  other.  That 
may  be  true,  but  nothing,  I  soon  found 
out,  seems  like  a  short  distance  in 
Bangkok  traffic.  Jerry  picked  Joan 
and  me  up  at  Thumchai’s  house  at  6 
on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  25.  We  drove 
on  the  left.  Meeting  us  or  passing  us 
were  gasoline  trucks,  vans,  cars, 
three-wheeled  taxis  called  tuktuks, 
buses  with  open  sides  packed  with 
people  who  paid  one  baht,  bicycles, 
and,  along  the  edges,  men  and  women 
pushing  carts  .... 

Constantly  the  motorcycles  roared 
down  through  all  this,  interweaving* 
between  the  lanes  of  cars,  never  slow¬ 
ing  for  any  sort  of  jam.  I  saw  a  fat' 
woman  sitting  sidewise  on  the  back  of 
one,  both  feet  sticking  straight  out  in 
high-heeled  pumps.  As  her  driver 
zoomed  down  a  line  between  all  the 
cars  ahead  of  us,  I  could  not  see  for 
the  life  of  me  how  her  feet  kept  from 
being  knocked  off.  But  she  didn’t  even 
lose  a  shoe. 

Jerry’s  wife,  Bobbye,  had  invited  us 
to  dinner,  and  it  was  superb.  Her 
menu:  Chicken  and  cashews,  sweet 
and  sour  fish,  spring  rolls  (pau  pia), 
rice,  green  salad  edged  with  pineap¬ 
ple  slices,  and  lemon  chiffon  pie.  Bob¬ 
bye  is  a  beauty  who  once  was  chosen 
as  Miss  Mississippi  College;  I  learn¬ 
ed  she  is  also  a  good  cook. 

And  a  talented  decorator.  In  the 
center  of  the  round  dining  table  stood 
a  bouquet  of  fresh  orchids.  The  motif 
of  the  china  picked  up  the  orchid 
theme.  So  did  the  color  scheme  of  the 
living-dining  room.  Drapes  and 
upholstery  repeated  the  color  of  the 
real  orchi<J$,  some  in  solid  colors, 
others  in  orchid-flowered  fabrics. 
That,  in  combinationjwttfrtfie  shining 
hardwood  floor,  xfi ade  the  room  a 
singularly  inviting  place. 

Pansy,  Jury's  mother,  was  there 
to  eat  with  us,  and  Mildred  Jenkins, 
too,  resting  a  bit  before  leaving  for 
Bangladesh.  So  were  Lori  and  Russell 
Rankin.  Lori  told  us  that  she  would  be 
graduatihg  in  December  from  the  In¬ 
ternational  High  School  in  Bangkok. 
Her  grandmother  could  see  her  get 
her  diploma.  Jerry  said  that  Lori  was 
secretary  of  the  student  council  at  her 
school  and  that  Russell,  15,  and  in  10th 
grade,  is  vice-president  of  the 
sophomore  class. 

The  Rankins  were  appointed  as 


missionaries  in  1970  and  served  in  In- 
donesia  for  14  years  before  they  mov-  I 
ed  to  Thailand.  Bobby’s  mother,  Mrs. 

L.  L.  Simmons,  lives  in  Brookhaven.  I 
The  son  of  Pansy  Rankin  and  the  late  >  m 
J.  I.  Rankin,  Jerry  grew  up  in  Clin- 
ton.  His  mother  is  now  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Fulton. 

As  the  Foreign  Mission  Board's 
Associate  director  for  Southeast  Asia. 

Jerry  travels  a  lot  of  the  time  but  his 
office  is  in  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Bangkok.  His  desk,  a  large  one  of 
carved  teak,  wood,  came  from  In¬ 
donesia,  where  he  bought  it  long  ago 
for  $20.  While  he  is  away,  he  said, 

Bobbye  “keeps  things  flowing.”  She 
files,  does  other  office  work,  answers 
letters.  She  works  with  children  at 
retreats,  and  teaches  a  senior  high 
class  at  Calvary.  Sometimes  she 
travels  with  him.  In  Bangkok,  she 
said,  her  special  areas  of  interest  are 
one  to  one  evangelism  and  a  prayer 
ministry. 

On  Wednesday  night,  I  saw  the 
Rankin  family  again  at  the  Calvary 
church.  From  where  I  was  sitting, 
wfith  Joan  and  Thumchai,  I  turned  to 
see  Bobbye  and  Jerry  with  Pansy., 
across  the  aisle  and  slightly  behind  us. 

They  stood  as  we  sang  “We  Gather 
Together” 

Calvary  and  churches  of  several 
other  denominations  were  meeting  for 
a  joint  Thanksgiving  service.  The  new 
U.S.  ambassador  to  Thailand,  William 
Brown,  read  a  Thanksgiving  pro¬ 
clamation.  Roy  Johnston,  pastor  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  in  his  sermon 
stressed  the  importance  of  retaining 
an  attitude  of  gratitude  all  year. 

Ava  Shelby,  missionary,  (wife  of 
Jack,  who  directs  partnership  mis¬ 
sions  efforts  in  India  —  played  the 
piano.  A  choir  from  the  International 
High  School  sang. 

Lori  and  other  young  people  helped 
to  serve  refreshments  in  the  church 
parlor  after  the  service.  During  that 
time  of  fellowship  I  met  Maxine 
Stewart,  missionary  press  represen¬ 
tative  who  promised  to  give  me  a  tour 
of  Baptist  mission  work  in  Bangkok 
on  Friday  ( more  about  that  another 
week ) . 


he  believed  in,  that  his  countenance  changed.  The  Bible  teaches  that  man 
is  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels;  but,  here  was  a  man  who,  when  he 
was  about  to  give  a  defense  of  what  he  believed,  was  raised  above  what  he 
was.  Those  who  looked  on  him  did  so  ‘Intently.”  Why?  Because  they  did  not 


believe  what  they  were  seeing,  for  they  saw  the  face  of  an  angel.  “Heavenly 
Father,  until  you  raise  us  above  the  angels,  keep  us,  Amen.” 

Michael  O'Brien  is  pastor.  First,  Lexington. 


Alcohol  still  ranks  No..  1  in  teen  abuse 


Despite  widespread  concern  about  the  previous  year  or  had  had  serious  Parents'  Resource  Institute  for  Drug 
cocaine  and  other  drugs,  alcohol  re-  difficulties  two  or  more  times  that  Education  indicates  that  more 
mains  the  most  abused  drug  by  year  as  a  result  of  drinking.  children  are  trying  alcohol  at  an 

America’s  teenagers.  Alcohol  is  the  leading  factor  in  fatal  earlier  age  and  thaf  they  are  drinking 

In  one  national  survey,  nearly  a  and  nonfatal  traffic  accidents  involv-  more  often.  The  survey  found  that 
third  of  high  school  students  who  ing  teenage  drivers.  Each  year  5,000  33.4%  of  current  sixth-graders  had 
drank  were  “alcohol  misusers”  or  young  lives  are  lost  in  such  accidents,  tried  beer  or  wine  and  9.5%  had  tried 
“problem  drinkers,”  meaning  they  Also,  a  new  survey  of  more  than  hard  liquor. 

had  been  drunk  at  least  six  times  in  44,000  youngsters  by  the  National  —  From  news  reports 


One  time  when  you  are  not  critical 
of  either  the  voice  or  the  tune  is  when 
someone  is  singing  your  praises  — 
Kathleen  Aubrey 


• 
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Hilltop  Manor  folk  welcome 
Clarke  Venable  birthday  parties 


Clarke  Venable  Church  has  had  a 
mission  point  for  about  13  years.  A 
group  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
members  goes  once  a  month  to  give 
a  birthday  party  at  Hilltop  Manor 
Nursing  Home  for  Union. 

Both  men  and  women  from  the 
church  have  seVved  in  the  mission  as 
have  choir  groups  and  GAs  and  Mis¬ 
sion  Friends.  At  present  there  are  five 
regulars:  Jean  Thrash,  Nena  Leather- 
wood,  Odell  Adams,  Bessie  Williams. 
Alyene  Simmons. 

“As  we  gather  on  the  3rd  Wednesday 
evening  at  about  5:30,  we  are  often 
tired  and  weary,  wishing  it  were  some 


other  night,”  says  member  Alyene 
Simmons.  “But  the  mood  changes 
when  we  arrive  at  the  home.  We  are 
greeted  with  ’Hello’s,’  hugs,  and  kisses 
from  the  residents." 

When  all  are  assembled  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room,  individual  flower  ar¬ 
rangements,  arranged  by  Odell 
Adams,  are  presented  to  the  birthday 
honorees,  and  “Happy  Birthday”  is 
sung  to  them. 

Then  follows  a  period  of  handcrafts, 
prepared  by  Bessie  Williams.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  January  a  basket  of  Nar¬ 
cissi  was  made  to.  remind  them  of 
spring.  Then  a  short  devotional  is 


given,  and  all  enjoy  the  birthday  cake 
and  fruit  punch. 

Many  things  make  the  trip  worth¬ 
while:  the  lighted  faces,  the  warm 
embraces,  and  the  many  "thank 
you’s”  and  especially  the  smile  on  the 
face  of  one  resident,  Joe,  who  has 
never  seen  any  of  the  happenings,  for 
he  has  always  been  totally  blind. 

In  addition  to  the  women  who  make 
the  trip,  others  from  the  church  par¬ 
ticipate.  Madaline  Mayes  makes  the 
birthday  cake  most  of  the  time,  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes  contribute  to  the 
cost,  and  individuals  help  with  ex¬ 
penses  from  time  to  time. 


'eat*' 


Margaret  Carmean,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  in  the  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi  College,  has  been 
elected  to  serve  a  three-year  term  on 
the  International  Board  of  Governors 
for  the  Council  for  Exceptional 
Children  (CEC). 

Carmean  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Association  for 
Ihlented  and  Gifted  ( MATAG),  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Mississippi  Odyssey  of 
the  Mind,  secretary  for  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Association  for  Children  with 
Learning  Disabilities  ( MACLD),  and 
as  the  state  coordinator  for  the  CEC 
Political  Action  Network 

Crystal  Springs  native,  Arlis  C.  Hin¬ 
son.  administrator  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  has  accepted  the  position 
of  administrator  of  Park  Place  Tbwers 
in  Amarillo.  Tex.,  a  ten-story  apart¬ 
ment  retirement  home  built  by  and 
adjacent  to  First  Church,  Amarillo. 
Hinson  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  Southern  Theological 
Seminary.  Mrs  Hinson  is  the  former 
Georgia  Herrin  of  Collins. 


Sidney  White  is  available  for  pulpit 
supply  and  revivals.  He  has  been 
licensed  and  is  now  a  student  at  the 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  White  can  be 
contacted  at  238  Cl  overdale  St.,  Pearl, 
Miss.  39208.  telephone  932-1300. 


NEW  ORLEANS-Eddie  Lieber 
man,  a  Jewish  Christian  from  Green¬ 
ville,  S.C.,  led  the  annual  campus 
revival  Feb.  4-7  at  New  Orleans  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary. 

Lieberman,  a  full-time  evangelist, 
was  joined  by  music  evangelistAlan 
Celoria  of  Jackson,  Miss.  Both  are 
former  students  of  the  seminary. 

PRAGUE,  Czechoslovakia  —  An 
Italian  Baptist  has  been  elected  to  a 
two-year  term  as  -president  of  the 
European  Baptist  Federation  Council, 
composed  of  Baptist  bodies 
throughout  Europe.  Piero  Bensi  of 
Florence,  Italy,  a  former  president  of 
the  Baptist  Union  and  of  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Federation  of  Italy,  is  secretary* 
of  the  union’s  theological  commission. 

Outgoing  President  David 


Lagergren  of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  program 
committee  for  the  1989  European  Bap¬ 
tist  Federation  Congress  in  Budapest, 
Hungary.  The  council’s  new  vice 
president  is  Vasile  Talpos  of 
Bucharest,  Romania,  general 
secretary  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
Romania. 

NASHVILLE,  Ttenn.  (BP)  -  Marv 
Knox.  29,  has  been  elected  feature 
editor  for  Baptist  Press,  the  news  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Knox,  who  assumed  the  post  Feb. 
1.  succeeds  Craig  A.  Bird,  who  resign¬ 
ed  after  he  was  appointed  a  mis¬ 
sionary  associate  with  the  SBC 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Knox,  a  native  of  Fort  Worth,  Ttexas, 
has  been  employed  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  journalism  for  seven  years,  follow¬ 
ing  his  1979  graduation  from  Hardin- 
Simmons  University,  Abilene,  Ttexas. 

He  comes  to  the  BP  position  after 
two  years  as  associate  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Message,  newsjournal  of  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention,  in 
Alexandria. 


Big  Springs  Church.  Lincoln  Coun¬ 
ty,  has  called  Randy  Farmer  as 
pastor. 

Dorsey  Church,  Mantachie.  has 
called  Kermit  Brann  as  interim 
pastor.  Brann  began  his  ministry  on 
Feb.  2. 

Clarence  J.  Cooper  recently 
became  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church, 
Grenada  Association.  He  goes 
to  Grenada  from 
New  Liberty 
Church,  Calhoun 
Association.  A 
native  of  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C.  Cooper 
grew  up  in  the  New 
Albany  area.  He  is 
married  to  the 
former  Darlene 
Claper  Waldo  of  Yalo¬ 
busha  County,  and  they  have  two 
children.  Former  pastorates  include 
Keownville  Church,  New  Albany  and 
Mary’s  Chapel  Church,  Ripley.  Ttenn. 

.  Roy  J.  Wood  has  resigned 
Bellehaven  Church.  Ocean  Springs,  to 
become  pastor  of  Sardis  Church  in  At 
more,  Ala. 


Charles  Keel  is  presently  serving  as 
interim  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Lambert.  He  has  pastored  churches 
in  Panola.  Lafayette.  Calhoun  and 
Quitman  Counties.  He  and  his  family- 
are  living  in  Lambert.  Clyde  K. 
Schiele  is  associate  pastor  and 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at 
Lambert. 


First  Church,  Winona  has  called 
Kenny  Hodges  as  minister  of  music 
and  education,  beginning  March  1. 
Hodges  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  and  Dallas  Theological 
Seminary.  He  also  has  pre-doctoral 
studies  in  psychology  from  North 
Ttexas  State  University,  Denton,  Ttex. 
Jerry  Mixon  is  pastor. 


extern# 


Dye.  Harold  E.  A  DAILY 
MIRACLE,  <  using  your  time  for  God'S 
glory)  Broadman,  Nashville,  pp.  126. 
no  price  given. 

Some  people  write  words,  Harold 
Dye  uses  words  to  paint  pictures. 
From  his  description  of  a  desert 
sunrise  in  the  opening  chapter  though 
’Time  Is  Life  ...  A  Time  to  Love  — 
Relax  —  Laugh  —  A  Time  for  Ttears,  ” 
the  author  draws  heavily  on  the  rich 
experiences  of  his  life  to  unfold  the 
revelation  that  “the  proper  manage¬ 
ment  of  our  time  is  imperative,  but  it 


must  not  .  .  .  limit  human  inter¬ 
change,"  and  that  the  "only  way  to  en¬ 
joy  the  delights  of  the  natural  world 
is  to  take  your  time.” 

This  is  not  the  usual  book  on  how  to 
conserve  time  The  author  does  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  this;  but,  oh,  does  he  tell 
us  how  to  savor  it. 

We  have  come  to  expect  great 
things  from  this  author  who  wrote  all 
of  the  devotions  for  Open  Windows  in 
1985  and  who  gave  us  No  Rocking 
Chair  for  MF!  and  other  favorites. 
This  delightful  little  book  is  another 
of  his  gems.  —  IBM 


IMAGE  OF  LOVELINESS 

Eight  week  Christian  confident  living  course 

Morning  and  evening  classes  begin  March  6  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Fanrib  Lite  Canter. 

Realize  the  original  beauty  and  potential  that  God  has 
given  to  you  by  learning  more  about  — 


VSr' 


*  lift  if  Mspttaity 


Programs  also  available  for  seminars,  workshops,  special  groups, 
churches,  schools  and  businesses. 

For  more  information  call  (601)  948-6084 
Bebe  Fritz,  consultant/teacher 
Image  Improvement,  Jackson  area 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 

We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for. 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 
Picayune,  MS  39466. 


This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


$5,000,000 
ISSI0N  BOARD  OF  THE 


Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 
Series  A 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
10  per  cent  to  12  per  cent  depending  upon  the  maturity 
date  as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus.  ~ 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or 
writing: 


FIRST  SOUTHEASTERN  COMPANY 
ATTN:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  N.E. 

18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 
404/897-3200 


Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Prospectus. 

Name  '  _ * _ : _ . 

Address _ _ _ _ 

City _ 

State _  Zip _ 


./ 
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IllAwA9  BAPTISTRY  WATER  HEATERS 
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IDEHTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  VEHICLES 
Buses  -  Vans  -  Cars  - 
with  NEW  Vinyl  Lettering  - 

•  Fast! 

•  Easy  to  Apply! 

•  Permanent! 

•  Professional! 

•  Economical! 


For  FREE  estimate,  cal 
STAMM  ADVERTISING 
120  Upton  Drive 
Jackson.  Mississippi  39209 
(601)  922-3400 


FORESTRY  ENTERPRISES 

will  assist  private  timber  owners 
with 

•timber  management 
•timber  estimates^mber  sales 

Have  your  own  representative 
in  the  handling  of  your  timber. 

Know  how  much  of  what  you 
have. 

Timber  is  a  valuable  crop, 
don’t  handle  it  carelessly. 
Paul  Waldrop, 
Resigtered  Forester  #19 
P.O.  Box  381 ,  Yazoo  City,  MS  39194 
601-746-4400 


Wynndale  Church,  Springridge  Road,  (Hinds-Madison)  held  a  groundbreaking  h  ilHi  pi~t,,ra^  t 

ceremony  for  an  educational  building  housing  first  through  12  grades,  immediately  )  f<  R  p  . 

following  the  morning  worship  service,  Feb  2.  Jeffrey  R.  Parker,  pastor;  Jimmy  Rutled< 

Pictured  from  left  are  Charles  Gentry,  pastor;  Bill  Bowers,  chairman  of  the  building  *1" 001X101  " 

committee;  Ruby  Smith,  cochairman  of  the  TOGETHER  WE  BUILD  fund-raising  cam-  anow^^^esjmn^^ 

paign,  and  Bert  Fitzhugh,  chairman  of  the  deacons  ~ •*jg^*-**  ■ 

The  adults  of  First  Church,  Green-  ed  "Laughin'  With  'Em."  This  record  | 

wood,  will  be  sitting  down  to  steaks  on  has  received  a  four-star  rating  by  ?idf'  ImISA  ♦*  J 1 

Tuesday  night.  Feb  25,  at  7  p.m.  for  Billboard,  international  music-record  81I  1 

their  adult  banquet.  The  theme  will  be  news  weekly  and  is  on  the  Americana  ;  < 

“Ole  Days  in  Dixie,”  with  J.  Garland  Label. 

McKee  as  guest  speaker.  McKee  is  Tickets  are  $2.00  and  must  be  wHRPf  ' 

pastor  of  First  Church,  Pearland,  Tex.  bought  in  advance  from  the  church 

Originally  from  Greenville,  Miss.,  he  office.  s.  F  /-  -s. 

is  the  son  of  James  and  DeLee  McKee.  yO  /  .  '  ‘  ^ 

He  is  married  to  Jung  Richardson  -  /y/c  y^/  /OAnriy/  -  4 

McKee  and  they  have  ole  son,  James  ^  f  f-  - 

Gilman.  The  man  was  more  than  a  little  an-  f  •'*’ >4* 

r  McKee  partici-\  noyed  when  a  neighbor  telephoned  at  W  f  ‘  v 

f^KT  in  numerous  3  am.  and  complained,  “Your  dog  is  *  |  / 

sports  in  high  barking  so  loudly  that  I  can't  sleep.”  ■ 

school,  but  espe  The  neighbor  hung  up  before  he  Girls  in  Action  of  East  Columbia  Chi 
mwf  c'a,ly  >n  boxing,  could  protest.  recognition  service  The  theme  was  “Wf 

flMr}  'Mm  He  was  graduat-  The  following  morning  at  3  a  m.  he  ^ronl  row*  Tammi  Broom'  Carla  Shlvers. 

e(*  from  Univer-  called  his  neighbor  and  said:  “I  don’t  Gma  Rayburn,  and  Jessica  Gordon 

jlggPjlyJPyp^Hsity  of  Mississip-  have  a  dog.”  A  group  of  men  representing  the 

j^SP^^Hpi  and  Southwest-  North  Delta  Association  will  depart 

■u  MMem  seminary  He  L.arey  receives  grant  Feb.  21,  for  Phoenix,  Ariz.  where  they 

McKee  also  attained  a  will  help  with  construction  and  repair 

MDiv  degree  from  Southwestern.  Unrestricted  grants  totaling  more  work  at  the  Baptist  Children’s  Service 
McKee  has  produced  a  long  play  tban  $12,000  will  be  distributed  to  10  Center.  They  will  return  March  1. 
stereo/high  fidelity  recording  entitl-  privately  supported  colleges  and  Coordinator  for  the  trip  is  Bill 
.  ,  universities  in  Mississippi  this  week  Traywick,  Brotherhood  director  M.  C. 

Must  Sing  anthem  by  the  Sears-Roebuck  Foundation,  Johnson  is  director  of  missions.  North 

*  Bill  Jordan,  area  representative,  said  Delta  Association  consists  of  Quit- 
NEW  DELHI,  India  (Ep)  —  A  state  today.  man,  Coahoma,  and  TXinica  Counties, 

court  judge  in  India  has  ruled  that  In  the  Hattiesburg  area,  William  ^ 

Jehovah's  Witnesses  must  "respect  Carey  College  will  receive  a  grant  V 

and  sing"  the  Indian  national  anthem  totaling  $2,500. 
in  schools.  The  Mississippi  colleges  and 

The  ruling  came  in  the  case  of  three  universities  are  among  956  private  ac-  Whitesand  Church.  Poplarville: 
Jehovah’s  Witness  children  who  were  credited  two-  and  four-year  institu-  Mar.  2-7;  Ed  Jenkins,  pastor, 
removed  from  a  government-funded  tions  across  the  country  which  are  preaching  Sunday  morning  and  even- 
Hindu  school  after  refusing  to  sing  the  sharing  in  Sears  Foundation  funds  for  ing ;  dinner  served  after  morning  ser- 
national  anthem.  the  1985-86  academic  year.  vice;  7  p.m.  each  night;  Mon.,  G.  A. 

McCoy;  Tues.,  Ed  Jenkins;  Wed.. 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities  A,,en  Dennis;  Thurs“ Johnnie  Gib- 

*  son;  Fn.,  Donnie  Boutwell;  Mark 

Feb.  24  -  Video  Production  Workshop;  FBC,  Cleveland;  7-9  p.m.  (DBS)  Donnell,  music. 

Feb.  25  New  Church  Member  Orientation  Clinic;  Baptist  Building;  10  Bethel,  Hwy.  468,  Brandon:  Feb. 

a.m.-2  p.m.  (CT)  21-23;  Fri.  services,  6:15p.m.,  Sat.  ser- 

Video  Production.  Workshop;  Calvary  BC,  Jackson;  7-9  p.m.  vices,  10a.m.,  luncheon.  12  noon,  night 
1DBS)  «  services,  7:30;,  Sun.  services,  9:45 

Feb.  26-28  Directors  of  Missions  Program  Interpretation  Meeting;  Camp  a  m.,  dinner,  12  noon,  night  services, 
Garaywa;  3  p.m.,  26th  -  Noon,  28th  (PD)  7;  Anis  Shorrosh,  born  in  Nazareth, 

Israel,  and  a  refuge  in  Jordan, 
evangelist;  Bob  Nations,  pastor. 
n.-2  Colonial  Hills.  Southaven:  March 
2-5;  Sun.,  Paul  Jackson,  evangelist; 
m.  Mon.-Wed.,  “Step"  Martin,  evangelist; 
7  pm.  nightly;  Tbmmv  Vinson,  pastor. 


EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 

.  Van  Winkle  Baptist  Church 

4240  Carter  Circle,  Jackson 

MARCH  9-11,  1986 

Sunday  -  6:30  p.ifa, 

Monday  and  Tuesday  —  10  a.m.,  1:30  p.m.,  6:30  p.m 

Speakers 


Bon  Herrod  Bailey  Smith  Fred  Wolfe 

FBC  Kanner.  LA  0*1  City.  OK  Cottag*  HM 

Mobile  AL 

James  Merritt,  FBC,  Snellville,  GA;  Guy  Henderson,  Director  of 
Evangelism,  MBCB,  Jackson;  Gerald  Harris,  Colonial  Heights, 
Jackson;  Davis  Odom,  Crossgates,  Brandon;  Jerry  Mixon,  FBC, 
Winona;  Frank  Gunn,  FBC,  Biloxi;  Earl  Kelly,  Executive  Secretary, 
MBCB,  Jackson. 

Classes  will  be  taught  in  evangelism  each  morning. 


Feb.  28- 
March  1 
March  1 


Special  housing  will  be  available  to  pastors 
whose  churches  do  not  pay  expenses. 

Call  Donnie  Guy,  pastor  922-3513. 


|  Please  send  me  information  about  visiting 
« Israel,  for  □  myself  □  my  church  group 
I  □  my  congregation.  Mail  to:  IsraelGovern-  | 
|  ment  Tourist  Office,  420 1 Jncoln  Road,  '  i 
|  Miami,  F1A  33139.  ! 


Rev./Mr./M  rs./MteS 


“They  were  a  couple  of 
Americans  who  came  to  Israel 
like  thousands  of  others  each 
year  to  see  the  Holy  Land. 

“But  what  they  found  is 
that  Israel  isn  ’t  only  the  land  of 
the  Bible— it’s  also  the  land  of 
Israelis. 

“And  we  re  very  warm,  out¬ 
going  people.  Nearly  everyone 
speaks  English.  It  isn’t  hard  to 
make  lifelong  friends  among  us. 

“These  Americans  couldn’t 
get  over  it.  Everywhere  they  went, 
they  made  friends.  When  they 
went  sightseeing  in  Nazareth  and 
Old  Jerusalem,  for  example. 

“And  later,  strolling  along  the 
Sea  of  Galilee,  where  they  met 
me.  I  was  working  on  my  fishing 
boat  at  the  time. 

“When  I  saw  them  off  at  the 
airport,  they  said  that  coming  to 
Israel  had  strengthened  them 
spiritually— and  much  of  it  was 
the  people  they  met. 

“Which  is  a  little  miraculous, 
all  by  itself’ 


“They  came  to  Israel  expecting  to 
have  a  spiritual  experience.  What  they 
didn’t  expect  was  me  warm  welcome.” 


rH^ VILLAGE  VIEW 

GkiUetn,*  Village 

PMd  N^Moerjr,  Eucative  Director 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
Through  January  26 


A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
onor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
ron^i  this  sensitive;  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  Thii  feature  is  hopeful- 
designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  request,  those  who  are  and  have 
sen  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mrs  Kitse  M  Curtis 
Mr.  Jess  B.  Mathews 
Dr.  *  Mrs  Mm  H  Douglas 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Harold  C. 

Brumfield 
Becky  Perkins  . 

Mr.  Heyet  Maaey 
Mrs  F.  L.  Carr 
Gaa  B.  Maxwell 
Janies  a  Doris  Maxwell 
Dr.  I  mm y  Maxwell 
John  a  Linda  Mabry 
Mrs.  Howard  Gnttman.  Sr. 
Mr.  Samael  L.  Maxwell 
Jamie  A.  Cuming.  Ill 
Mr.  Paid  McCain 
Dr  a  Mrs  John  H  Douglas 


Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Rebecca  Sue  Legge 
Gloria  Cate  Seal 
Mr  a  Mrs  Hollis  Case 
Jocelyn  Canfield 
Dorothy  R.  McCurtey 
Mr  a  Mrs  David  M  Hoffman 
Helen  a  Pay  Ryan 


Mr.  a  Mrs  Howard  Grantham 
Sand  Hill  Conservation  League 
Mr.  Jack  McCoy 
Mr  a  Mrs  William  C  Wilson 
Dr.  T.  F.  McDonnell 
Ruby  A.  Sherman 
Mr.  J.  C.  McElroy.  Sr. 

Dot  Shaw  a  Family 
Mrs.  Ora  McKfcsaa 


Mr  a  Mrs  CUT  Landrum 
Dr.  a  Mrs  John  L  Dun- 
Billy  M  Sherman  Family 


Mr  a  Mrs  B  F  Townsend  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Melvin 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  forth  Little  Mr  a  Mrs  Woodrow  Fulton 

Mr  a  Mrs  Jimmy  Moore  Cart  L  Meriwether 
Mr.  Marvin  “Dude"  Little  Mr.  a  Mrs.  John  A  Monkma 

Mr  a  Mrs  H  E  Dees  Dr  a  Mrs  William  R.  Hans- 

Mr.  a  Mrs  Ernest  L.  Scruggs  Mr.  a  Mrs  John  Oglesby 

Mr.  Troy  Gilliam  Liviagstaa  Mr.  a  Mrs  Clyde  McQueen 

Mr  a  Mrs  John  R  Dakin  Mr.  J.  J.  Meyers 
Mr.  Jee  Lesaetl  Mrs.  Essie  F.  Meyers 

Lester  a  Alfreds  Spell  Mrs.  Ivy  Lee  MMdIetea 

Mrs.  James  P.  (Vivian  Heffaeri  Mr  a  Mrs  Seymour  Dulane 
Lave  Ruth  Sunday  School.  Marks 

Mr.  a  Mrs  Elhs  I  Harris  Mrs.  C.  H.  Middleton  Sr. 

Mr  a  Mrs  William  Y.  Sudduth  Rosemary  Middleton 

Josie  Sawyer  Mrs.  Lima  B  Rivers 

Ed  a  Katie  Gooch  Mrs.  Edna  Mfeetl 

Miss  Vines  S.  Jems  Mr.  a  Mrs  Paul  J  aggers 

Mr.  a  Mrs  Pat  Smith  Mr.  a  Mrs  James  R.  Roger 

Mrs.  Edna  S.  Lowry  J.  C.  MHam 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  L.  L.  Cowan  Rita  Jahaaton 

Mr.  a  Mrs  Edward  G.  Cole  III  Mrs.  George  (Maadhie)  MMes 

Mrs.  Margaret  Burt  Keudall  Dr.  a  Mn.  Beb  Tern  Jehuaw 
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1.  IMMEDIATELY  in  the  CRISIS  INTERVEN¬ 
TION  CENTER  (can  stay  up  to  42  days)  or 

2.  For  AN  INDEFINITE  TIME  in  one  of  the 
multiply  Village  programs  after  child  and 
family  needs  are  evaluated.  The  evaluation 


plication  is  made. 


Bible  Book:  Duties  of  a  faithful  minister 

Uniform:  Be  servant  of  all 

Life  and  Work:  Compassion  for  the  needy 


The  duties  of  a  faithful  minister 


By  Billy  McKay 

Background  passage:  II  Tim.  2:1-26 
Focal  passage:  II  Tim.  2:1-15,  19,  22 

Introduction.  What  are  the  duties  of 
a  faithful  minister?  Remember  that 
II  Timothy  is  a  manual  or  handbook 
for  the  believer  to  guide  him  through 
life.  In  this  chapter  are  seen  word  pic¬ 
tures  which  tell  us  of  the  duties  of  a 
faithful  minister.  They  are  as  follows : 

1.  We  are  to  be  as  devoted  as  a  son 
(2:1-2).  Paul’s  spiritual  son,  Timothy, 
is  encouraged  to  “be  strong  in  the 
grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus"  (2:1). 
The  verb  “be  strong”  is  present 
passive  imperative  which  means  that 
our  strength  is  not  in  ourselves  but  is 
received  from  another  source,  i.e,  the 
grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus”  (2:1). 
Grace  is  the  sum  total  that  God  is  free 
to  do  for  us  because  of  Jesus  Christ. 


The  first  thing  that  grace  demands  is 
that  we  admit  our  weakness,  not  our 
strength.  Grace,  as  I  define  it,  is 
“God’s  power  in  contrast  to  man’s 
weakness.”  Paul  is  really  saying  here, 
“be  strong  in  God’s  power  and  not 
your  own  weakness.”  God’s  total  plan 
for  mankind  is  based  on  his  grace,  and 
this  is  what  we  are  to  teach  to  others 
(2:2). 

2.  We  are  to  be  as  dedicated  as  a 
soldier  (2:3-4).  lb  a  soldier  life  is  a 
campaign  (cf.  2  Cor.  10:3-5;  Eph. 
6:10-18,  I  Thes.  5:8).  Soldiers  expect 
suffering.  “Endure  hardness”  means 
“to  suffer  along  with  other  men  in  the 
crew.”  We  are  not  soldiers  on  parade, 
guard  duty,  or  furlough  but  on  active 
duty.  I  Timothy  1:18  says  we  are  to 
“war  a  good  warfare”  (cf.  Philippians 
2:25,  Philemon  2). 


No  Roman  soldier  was  bi- 
vocational.  The  Roman  code  of 
Theodosius  said,  “We  forbid  men 
engaged  on  military  service  to  engage 
in  civilian  occupations.”  When  the 
Roman  soldier  joined  the  army  he 
took  the  sacramentum,  the  oath  of 
loyalty,  to  his  emperor.  Our  loyalty  is 
to  be  to  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  We  are  to  be  as  disciplined  as  an 
athlete  Rules  for  an  athlete  in  the 
Greek  world  included  being  born  a 
true  Greek,  training  for  10  months  in 
the  gymnasium,  answering  all 
trumpet  calls,  practicing  in  all  kinds 
of  weather  and  living  on  a  special  diet. 
In  other  words  he  must  "strive  lawful¬ 
ly,”  (2:5)  which  means  he  must  go  by 
the  rules.  Christians  do  not  make  up 
their  own  rules  for  living. 


4.  We  are  to  be  as  diligent  as  a 
farmer  (2:6-147. ’God  wants  workers 
not  shirkers!  In  2:6  the  word 
"laboreth”  means  “to  work  until  you 
are  tired.”  The  farmer  must  work  long 
hours  and  be  patient  in  his  work.  The 
requirement  of  a  farmer  is  hard  work 
The  reward  of  a  farmer  is  to  be  the 
“first  partaker  of  the  fruits"  (2:6). 
The  soldier  is  upheld  by  the  thoughts 
of  final  victory.  The  athlete  is  upheld 
by  the  vision  of  the  crowd,  and  the 
farmer  is  upheld  by  the  hope  of  the 
harvest.  They  all  submit  to  discipline 
and  toil  to  obtain  the  glory  of  rewards. 

The  inspiration  to  “endure  hard¬ 
ness”  (2:3)  is  found  in  three  illustra¬ 
tions  in  the  text.  First,  is  the  example 
of  Jesus  Christ  (2:8).  Second  is  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Paul  (2:9-11).  Paul  was  in 
prison.  You  can  exile  and  imprison  a 
man  but  you  cannot  exile  and  im¬ 
prison  the  truth  (2:9).  Man  cannot 
destroy  that  which  is  immortal.  Third 


is  the  example  of  other  faithful 
believers  (2:11-13).  2:11-13  is  probably 
a  hymn  sung  by  early  Christian 
assemblies.  Long  ago  Tertullian  said, 
‘The  man  who  is  afraid  to  suffer  can¬ 
not  belong  to  him  who  suffered.” 

5.  We  are  to  be  as  determined  as  a 
student  (2:14-19).  Negatively,  we  are 
not  to  engage  in  word  battles  (2:14). 
Positively,  we  are  to  seek  God's  ap¬ 
proval,  work  hard  on  understanding 
the  word  of  God,  and  rightly  divide  the 
word  of  God  (2:15).  “Rightly  divide” 
means  to  have  a  goal  in  mind  (i.a, 
knowledge  of  the  Bible)  and  head 
straight  for  it  without  being  detoured." 

6.  We  are  not  to  be  desecrated  as  a 
dishonorable  vessel  (2:20-23).  In 
2:17-19  Hymenaeus  and  Philetus  had 
desecrated  themselves  by  being  fill¬ 
ed  with  iniquity. 

Billy  McKay  is  pastor.  First. 
Belzoni. 


'  Be  servant  of  all 


By  Gus  Merritt 
Mark  8:34-35  ;  9:33-37;  10:35-45 

The  cost  of  discipleship  is  high 
i Mark  8:34-35).  Immediately  follow¬ 
ing  Jesus'  rebuke  of  Peter  for  his 
misunderstanding  of  Jesus'  death  on 
the  cross,  Jesus  tells  all  his  disciples 
the  cross  is  a  necessity  for  them  to 
carry.  Without  the  cross  of  Christ, 
there  is  no  redemption.  Without  a 
cross  for  the  believer,  there  is  no 
discipleship. 

The  cross  of  Christ  was  the  altar 
upon  which  the  Lamb  of  God  was 
slain.  The  cross  of  the  disciple  is 
where  self  is  slain.  The  cross 
represents  total  commitment  or 
sacrifice.  A  sacrifice  is  that  which  is 
totally  and  once  for  all  given. 

1b  take  up  the  cross  as  a  disciple  of 
Jesus,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  deny 
self,  lb  deny  self  is  to  place  our  wants, 
desires,  and  wishes  aside  and  submit 


•to  the  authority  of  Jesus  as  Lord.  The 
cross  is  representative  of  totally 
unselfish  commitment  and  service.  If 
we  desire  to  wear  the  crown,  we  must 
bear  the  cross. 

The  cross  is  also  the  symbol  of  total 
humility.  The  death  on  the  cross  was 
the  most  humiliating  death  for  one  to 
die.  It  was  a  scandal  to  the  Jews  and 
foolishness  to 'the  Gentiles  (I  Cor. 
1:23). 

The  way  up  is  down  ( Mark  9:33-37 ) . 
This  is  one  of  several  paradoxes  Jesus 
gave.  This  teaching  contradicts  the 
teaching  of  a  secular  society.  Secular 
society  teaches  us  to  be  self-assertive, 
self-assured,  and  look  out  for  “number 
one"  first.  This  attitude  of  selfish 
pride  has  no  place  in  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Yet,  there  are  those  within  the 
kingdom  of  God  who  seek  after  posi¬ 
tion  and  favor. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  the 


occasions  when  Jesus  spoke  of  his 
death,  the  humanity  of  his  disciples 
was  most  evident.  Perhaps  as  we  are 
reminded  of  death,  we  seek  the  most 
out  of  life.  Jesus  and  his  disciples 
came  to  Capernaum.  They  came  pro¬ 
bably  to  Simon  Peter’s  house,  where 
Jesus  usually  headquartered  while  in 
that  region.  The  disciples  had  been 
discussing  which  one  of  them  would 
be  the  greatest  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
The  mistaken  notion  that  the  Mes¬ 
sianic  kingdom  would  be  primarily 
material  still  dominated  their 
thinking. 

The  fact  that  Peter,  James,  and 
John  had  been  the  ones  Jesus  carried 
with  him  atop  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration  may  have  given  rise 
to  the  discussion.  It  has  been  said  that 
Jesus  had  no  favorites  but  he  did  have 
intimates.  The  nature  of  Peter,  James, 
and  John's  character  and  subsequent 
missions  may  have  been  the  reason 
Jesus  took  care  to  include  them  in 
these  special  events.  At  any  rate, 
Jesus  lets  them  know  if  they  want  to 


be  first,  they  must  come  place 
themselves  last  and  be  a  servant  of  all 

(v.  35). 

The  word  for  Servant  is  the  word 
from  which  we  get  the  word  “deadon.” 
It  is  also  translated  “minister.”  It  is 
used  more  times  for  the  minister  of 
the  gospel  than  any  other.  It  means  “to 
kick  up  dust”  in  serving.  Perhaps  we 
need  to  be  reminded  that  if  we  are 
seeking  either  of  the  two  offices, 
pastor  or  deacon,  the  motive  should 
be  to  serve.  As  P.  E.  Burroughs  put  it 
in  hisTxjoJc,  ^Honoring  The  Deacon- 
ship,  the  honor  comes  through 
serving.  — 

To  reinforce  his  teaching,  Jesus 
called  a  child  to  his  side  and  uses  the 
child  as  an  example  of  humility.  This 
was  probably  Simon  Peter’s  child. 
Jesus  placed  the  importance  upon 
receiving  one  child  as  receiving  him 
and  the  One  who  sent  him.  Childlike¬ 
ness  is  according  to  faith  and  obe¬ 
dience  as  well  as  humility.  The  em¬ 
phasis  was  not  upon  receiving  position 
and  prestige,  but  upon  receiving  a 


child  for  the  kingdom,  thus,  service. 

How  to  achieve  greatness  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  (Mark  10:35-45)  is  in 
marked  contrast  to  achieving 
greatness  in  the  world.  Again,  the 
desires  of  James  and  John,  the  sons 
of  Zebedee  (sons  of  thunder)  are 
brought  to  Jesus  after  his  discourse  on 
being  put  to  death  on  the  cross.  In 
Matthew,  their  mother  had  interced¬ 
ed  for  them.  Some  believe  their 
mother,  Salome,  was  a  sister  to  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Jesus.  If  this  is  so,  it 
would  mean  they  thought  they  should 
have  a  greater  place  of  prominence 
(Mt.  20:20-28). 

James  and  John’s  approach  to 
Jesus  is  like  two  spoiled  children. 
They  want  their  request  granted 
before  they  tell  Jesus  what  it  is.  Jesus' 
reply  lets  them  know  they  are  asking 
for  more  than  they  may  be  willing  to 
give.  Jesus  asks  if  they  are  willing  to 
go  through  the  suffering  and  death  he 
is.  Their  reply  is  that  they  are  willing 
(This  was  literally  fulfilled.  James 
was  the  first  of  the  twelve  to  be  mar- 


Compassion  for  the  needy 


By  Peter  McLeod 
Matthew  15:29-39 

I  read  about  two  men  who  lived  on 
a  houseboat  tied  to  a  waterfront  dock. 
One  night,  while  they  slept,  a  storm 
erupted,  tearing  the  boat  loose  from 
its  moorings  and  setting  it  adrift  at 
sea.  The  next  morning  one  of  the  men 
awoke,  walked  onto  the  deck  and  could 
not  believe  his  eyes.  Surrounded  by 
water,  miles  from  land,  he  rushed 
back  into  the  cabin,  roused  his  friend 
and  yelled.  “Get  up!  We’re  not  here 
anymore!” 

In  a  day  when  we  are  faced  with  in¬ 
numerable,  crushing  problems,  most 
of  us  understand  that  cry.  We’re  not 
“here”  anymore.  Overwhelmed  by  the 
complexities  of  people  and  events, 
bombarded  by  demands  on  every 
side,  we  find  our  emotional  circuits 
overloaded  and-  our  psychic  fuses 
ready  or  starting  to  explode.  Our 
world  is  looking  for  a  miracle  —  it 
needs  a  miracle. 

For  this  reason,  Jesus'  miraculous 
feeding  of  more  than  4,000  people 
pricks  us  at  our  point  of  deepest  con¬ 
cern,  for  confronted  by  pressing 


human  need,  the  Master  responded, 
sating  their  hunger  —  and  more.  He 
gave  them  a  miracle. 

There  are  those  who  deny  the 
miraculous  in  this  incident,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  Jesus,  by  the  force  of  his 
personality,  made  the  people  forget 
their  hunger.  Others  say  that  when  he 
blessed  the  food,  he  shamed  those  in 
the  crowd  who  had  brought  provisions 
into  sharing  with  those  who  had  not. 
I  agree  with  Robert  Leckie  when  he 
writes,  “If  we  accept  the  stupendous 
mystery  of  the  Incarnation,  that  God 
who  made  man  became  man  to  save 
what  he  had  made,  should  we  boggle 
at  a  few  pots  of  water  made  wine,  a 
leper  made  clean,  or  a  multitude 
fed?” 

,  The  relational  impact  of  this  inci¬ 
dent  is  focused  on  the  dialogue  bet¬ 
ween  Jesus  and  his  disciples  as  to  how 
the  crisis  should  be  handled.  Jesus 
saw  the  people’s  need  and  said,  “I 
don’t  want  to  send  them  away  hungry, 
lest  they  faint  on  the  way”  (v.  32).  The 
disciples  responded,  “Where  would  we 
get  so  many  loaves  here  in  the  desert 
to  satisfy  such  a  great  multitude?”  (v. 


33).  In  modern  terms,  the  disciples 
saw  the  people’s  need  and  said,  “Seal 
it  off!”  Jesus  saw  their  need  and  said, 
“Bring  it  off!” 

Seal  it  off  (vs.  30-31,  33) 

Before  we  throw  stones  at  the 
disciples,  we  need  to  humbly  admit 
that  most  of  us  have  a  way  of  not  con¬ 
fronting  the  crisis  needs  clamoring 
for  our  attention  and  action.  William 
James  puts  his  finger  on  this  common 
failing  when  he  writes,  “We  divert  our 
attention  from  disease  and  death  as 
much  as  we  can,  and  the  slaughter 
houses  and  indecencies  without  end. 
on  which  our  life  is  founded,  are 
huddled  out  of  sight  and  never  men¬ 
tioned  so  that  the  world  we  recognize 
officially  in  literature  and  society  is 
a  poetic  fiction  far  handsomer  and 
cleaner  and  better  than  the  world 
really  is." 

Yet  today,  while  many  try  to  keep 
the  painful  and  needy  elements  of  our 
world  out  of  sight,  newspapers, 
magazines,  radio  and  television  are 
making  it  increasingly  difficult  for  us 
to  keep  them  out  of  mind.  We  are  forc¬ 
ed  to  confront  the  hunger  in  Ethiopia 


and  South  America,  to  say  nothing  of 
that  in  our  own  nation.  Having 
preached  in  many  rescue  missions,  I 
know  that  a  man’s  stomach  must  be 
full  before  he  is  ready  to  hear  a 
message  about  the  “Bread  of  Life”  We 
can  no  longer  hide  from  human  need, 
thank  God. 

Bring  it  off  (vs.  34-39) 

Jesus  asked  the  disciples,  “How 
many  loaves  do  you  have?”  (v.  34)  If 
Christianity  means  anything,  it 
means  not  only  being  responsible  to, 
but  also  responsible  for.  Frequently 
we  encounter  the  phrase,  “Not 
Responsible  For.”  Restaurants, 
airlines,  manufacturers  —  all  are 
declaring  that  they  are  “Not  Respon¬ 
sible  For"  injury,  loss,  etc.  It  has 
become  the  theme  song  of  our  day  and 
we  have  mastered  its  tune  “I  don’t  use 
drugs,  therefore  I  am  not  responsible 
for  addicts.”  “I  work  hard,  therefore 
I  am  not  responsible  for  poverty.” 

Whenever  Christ  is  honestly  receiv¬ 
ed  and  faithfully  obeyed,  however, 
men  and  women  take  seriously  the 
demands  of  Christ  —  they  become 
“Responsible  Fbr."  They  “bring  it  off.” 

Peter  McLeod  is  pastor.  First, 
Hattiesburg. 


tyred  and  John  was  the  last.)  The 
other  ten  are  indignant.  Jesus  tells 
them,  and  us,  if  we  are  to  be  great,  we 
must  be  servant  ( diakonos )  of  all  and 
if  we  are  to  be  first,  we  must  be  slave 
(doulos  -  bondslave)  of  all. 

Gus  Merritt  is  pastor,  Clarke- 
Venable.  Decatur. 
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